Publication Date: Wednesday, February 18, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk221541730]AGENCY: Department of Transportation 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 17-229 C.M.R. Ch. 308, Rules to Establish Seasonal Load Restrictions on Certain State and State Aid Highways
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P052
BRIEF SUMMARY: Amendment to existing Chapter 308 to add compost as a Special Commodity and to define compost as nutrient-rich organic matter produced by the controlled decomposition of plant and animal materials, used in agriculture to improve soil fertility, structure, and moisture retention.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, March 20, 2026, 5:00 p.m. ET
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Anne M. Paré
Maine Department of Transportation
16 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Tel: (207) 624-3020
Fax: (207) 624-3021
TTY: Maine Relay 711
anne.m.pare@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Not applicable.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 29-A M.R.S. §2395; 23 M.R.S. §52, §4206.
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Not applicable.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dot/about/rulemaking 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: anne.m.pare@maine.gov.

[bookmark: _Hlk221605544]AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Revenue Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 401, Service Provider Tax – Return and Payment of Tax
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P053
BRIEF SUMMARY: This rule establishes requirements for the filing of tax returns and the payment of the Service Provider Tax pursuant to 36 M.R.S. § 2554.  Maine Revenue Services proposes repealing this rule because, effective January 1, 2026, the Service Provider Tax is repealed.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, March 20, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Alex Weber, General Counsel
24 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0024
Phone: (207) 624-9712
Fax: N/A
TTY: N/A
Email: alexander.j.weber@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 36 M.R.S. § 112
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: maine.gov/revenue
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Maine Department of Corrections
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 03-201 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Section 20.1, Resident Discipline
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-044

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule has been repealed and replaced to clarify procedures that must be followed in disciplining residents of Department adult correctional facilities and to add new violations.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, February 16, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
[bookmark: _Hlk214019111]Name:  Mary Lucia
Agency Name:  Department of Corrections
Mailing Address:  111 State House Station Augusta, ME 04330 
Telephone Number:  (207) 530-0983
Email Address:  Mary.A.Lucia@maine.gov 


Agency: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 314, Statewide Low-Income Assistance Plan 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-046

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Public Utilities Commission adopted amendments to Chapter 314 of the Commission’s rule which governs the Statewide Low-income Assistance Plan, which provides financial assistance to electricity customers who are unable to pay their electricity bill in full. The purpose of the rulemaking is to make changes to the program and establish the overall program funding amount for the program year beginning October 1, 2026.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, February 18, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Pam Kowalchuk, 
Agency Name: Maine Public Utilities Commission
Mailing Address: 18 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0018 
Telephone Number: 207-287-3831
Email Address: pamela.kowalchuk@maine.gov


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 276 Rules For Influenza Agent Distribution Report
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-047

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopted this rule change repealing 10-144 C.M.R. chapter 276, an obsolete rule. The statutory authority for the rule, 22 M.R.S. § 1065, which required reports related to the distribution of influenza immunization agents, was repealed by P.L. 2011, ch. 320, § A-1. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, February 22, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bridget Danis, Policy Analyst
Agency Name: Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
Mailing Address: 286 Water Street, 11 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: 207-287-9394; TTY: 711 (Maine Relay)
Email Address:  
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